
 

 

5th Grade 
Language Arts 

AKS = Academic Knowledge and Skills: the curriculum your child will learn this year in school.   
 
AKS/Objective: Analyze the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, 
events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text using evidence from the text 
to support analysis. 

 

This means… 

I can understand the connections 
(relationship) between two or more 
people, events, or ideas in a text. 

  

This looks like… 

The student can pause, analyze, and talk 
about the relationship between the people  
events, or ideas. 

 

 

Activity: Reading Informational Text for Key Ideas and Details LEVEL: Proficient 

Materials needed: 

• 1 Nonfiction or Informational Text (like National Geographic Explorer or  
             a history text) which gives information about a person, event, or idea. 

             Consider starting with an article from Extreme Animals, an issue of  

             National Geographic Explorer Magazine. 

                            

             (Nonfiction text can be found in eCLASS under Leveled Readers) 

• Sticky Notes or highlighters 

• 1 sheet of paper, draw a large H on your paper with room on both sides  
to write. (See picture.) 

Directions 

1. Read the first part or text with your child.  

2. Ask your child, “What is the author trying to teach us?” “What should we mark as important 
information?”  

3. Use sticky notes (or mark the paper) with the information which is important to the topic. 

4. Say, “Let’s look and read the next part (or another text), as we 
read, think about how this new  



Language Arts, Session 3 5th Grade   
 
       information in this goes with or relates to the information we have already read.” 
       (Consider naming similarities and differences on how one idea/event causes another.) 
 
5. Use sticky notes or mark the paper of important information as you read. 
 
6. After you read the second part or text, ask: “What is the author trying to teach us in this 

part/section/chapter?” 

7. Using the notes from the first text and any notes you made with the second part of the text.  
       Ask: “How does this information from the first part we read relate, connect or go with the next 

part?” 
                “How does this information show different or new ideas about the topic?” 
                “What made the author put these two parts with each other?” 

 
8. On the paper with your H (leaving room on the sides, and room in the middle), write the  

topic at the very top. Write the section part of the reading on each side of the H. 
 Say: “Let’s make notes on the information about the topic which is connected or similar in 

both  
articles/parts/sections and the information which is not connected or so similar.” 

 
9. As you talk about the relationships, connections, similarities and differences, write the 

relationships or similarities in the middle of the H, write the differences or things which do not 
relate on the side which has the title of that reading. 

 
Example of final product: 

 

 
 

10. After you work on the chart, ask questions so your child discusses the connections, patterns or 
relationships they noted. 
● “What is the connection between _________ and _________?” 
● “What is the relationship between this person, idea or event?” 
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If the activity is too hard, try this:  

• Find two ideas or topics with less text and similar information. (ex. 2 animals, 2 battles, 2 
people from same time period) 

• Point to an idea in the first text (which you already found in the second text). Ask: “Look at 
the other text. Do you see a similar idea or concept?” Continue this support with other 
ideas in the articles or text. 

 

If the activity is too easy, try this:  

• Your child can write a paragraph which summarizes the discussion you had about the 
connections, patterns or relationships of the two parts or texts. 

• Have your child create a visual representation of the information, such as a poster, or write 
their own article with pictures. 

• Think about and name cause/effect relationships in the text. 
• Research another simple machine. Compare/contrast with the wedge section in Extreme 

Animals.  
 Use examples from both texts to support your comparisons. 

 

If the activity is just right, try this:  

• Try the task with different people, events or ideas. Have them create their own H chart of 
the concept. 

• Try using National Geographic Explorer: Extreme Animals 

Read “Extreme Animals”  
Compare and Contrast two animals using a Venn Diagram or an H Chart. 
Describe the cause/effect relationship between the animal and its adaptations and/or 

between the animal and its defenses. 
Research a different extreme animal and create an article or poster. Then compare it to 

one of the animals in the article. 
 
               Read “Amazon Adventure” in Extreme Animals 
               Compare and Contrast the Matsés way of life to that of modern society.  
                                  Use examples in the text. (Hint - read through the conclusion). 
               Explain how Kane interacts with the rainforest to survive. 

             Hint: think food, shelter, warmth, etc. 
Explain the relationship between Kane and the Matsés people. Give specific examples 

             to support your answer. 
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                  Read “Wedge It” in Extreme Animals   
                      What is the relationship between simple machines and complex machines? 
                      How do people use wedges every day? Explain using specific examples from the text.   
                      Why are wedges important for humans to manipulate and use? Explain using examples 

from the text.  
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